Tsunami Citizen’s Voice

National Consultation & Public Hearing

SLFI, Colombo-27th August 2005.

Organised  By

IMADR  International (Asia Committee )

&

Human  Development  Organization (HDO)

Background:

It is more than six months after the tsunami but people specially the women & children are not in a position to fulfill their minimum needs. Families who have lost about 30,000 members, over thousands displaced still struggling to find adequate and better food, housing and  a way to resume livelihood activities.

The coastal areas over 950 km in length that got affected are: North-Jaffna, Mullaitivu, Trincomalee East-Batticaloa, Ampara, South-Hambantota, Matara, Galle, West-Kalutara and Colombo. Immediately after the T-sunami, the Sri Lankan Government, International Community, NGOs, the public came to the assistance of the affected people. As the immediate relief phase was over plans were unveiled for rebuilding & reconstruction. The government also launched a relief package to sustain the needs of the displaced.

Nevertheless we are aware that  those affected have not be happy not satisfied with the operations of the government. The government mechanisms have failed to respond with a sense of urgency to address needs of the affected nor take the people affected into consultation in a meaningful manner.  The NGO and INGO activities have sustained the affected communities in the regions.  But major problems have also arise due to competition among the NGO and INGO operations.  The total relief and rebuilding activities have not taken women specific needs into consideration despite representations being made.  New laws introduced have created a confusions related to the future of children and their adoption process.  While the government refrains from assisting poor fisherfolk and others from going back to the homes situated 100 to 200 meters from the seashore Hotels and Toursim development activities have been initiated and receive bank loans and other assistance.

Some of the problems emerging from our fact finding activities are as follows:

1) State related problems:

a) Majorities of the affected people are not provided with permanent houses

b) Not clear / determining  on 100 or 200 meter buffer zone yet

c) Food ration quantity & distribution

d) Security of the internally displaced

e) Lack of lands for permanent houses, hospitals, schools etc

f) Security against harassment of women & abuse of children

g) Issues related to land and land rights in the re-allocation

h) Inability of the government to indicate how much spent and how?

2) Problems regarding Non Government Organizations:


a) NGOs are divided into two categories of NGOs (i) Local NGOs (ii) INGOS


b) There is competition between the local NGOs & INGOS

c) Some INGOS have come after the tsunami to the field, some INGOS that   

    were functioning in  a systematic plan but there are problems created by the  

     new INGOS.

d) Such INGOS without taking into consideration of the local authorities  

     spend large sum of money on other matters. Some times these organization 

     dis-regard the ethnic & cultural tradition in its activities

e) These organizations get involved in rehabilitation & livelihood activities 

     without the permission or cooperation of the area Divisional Secretaries

f) Due to economy based activities of the new INGOS there is local inflation, 

    which caused the high price of goods & services.

g) Though the local NGOs comprised with the local community with their  

     similarity in ethnicity, culture, language and religion worked in the area, they   

     too had to face problems.

h) Many local NGOs are not in a position to handle major projects

3. Common Problems:      

a) Specially in the North & East the slowness of joint activities by the  State &    

      LTTE has aggravated the problems of the displaced

b) In the Eastern Province the conflicts among the armed groups threatens the security of the IDPs and relief workers. 

c) In the South many political groups, communal groups use the tsunami & the  affected as a tool  for their political agendas.

In this background, we have decided to listen to the VOICES OF THE PEOPLE in an attempt to strengthen the advocacy related to tsunami rebuilding and reconstruction.

We hope that this event will assist to empower the affected communities and also express  that `WE HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN YOU’

Objectives

a)  To creat awareness / alertness among the people to bring the issues to the attention 

     at the  national level by the tsunami affected 

b)  To influence policy making

c)  To create a healthy dialogue between all the stake holders

d)  To strongly uphold values of non-discrimination in relief and rebuilding activities to guarantee 

     equal rights of all communities.

e) To encourage a review of use of expertise and technology and thereby transforming these tools for long term social change.

f) To strengthen gender sensitive policy making at all levels

g) To uphold rights of children and re-envisioning their future

Participants

Representatives of the affected from the North, East, South, NGO representative INGOS representatives, representatives of the State & Trade Unions.

Proposed date & venue

August 27, 2005 at 

Sri Lanka  Foundation  Institute  (SLFI),  Independence  Squire,  Colombo. 7.

Food & Accommodation

Will be provided to participants from far off places on the 26 & 27th
Lunch & Refreshment  will be provided  for other participants on 27th 

For further details:

Dr. Nimalka Fernando

IMADR

19/1,  Sri Dharma Mawatha

COLOMBO 10.

Mr. P.P. Sivapragasam

Human Development Organization

No. 37,  Mulgampola Road

 Kandy 

Sri Lanka

Tel / Fax: 0094 81 2224430

Email:  hdo@ids.lk  ;  sivahdo@yahoo.co.u
Tsunami Citizen's Voice

National Consultation & Public Hearing  

Date : 27th August 2005

Place : Sri Lanka Foundation Institute - SLFI, Colombo 7

	  9.00 -  9.30
	Lighting of Oil Lamp

Welcome Speech : Dr. Nimalka Fernando (IMADR)

Explaining the Programme:  P.P Sivapragasam  (HDO Sri Lanka)

	  9.30 - 11.00
	Hearing up commences

Session 1 - Tsunami Relief (30 minutes)

Session 2 - Housing and Land (30 minutes)

Session 3 - Livelihood (part 1)

             (Personal Testimonies and Video Presentations)

	
	

	11.00 - 11.30
	Tea break

	
	

	11.30 -  1.00
	Session 3 - Livelihood (part 2)              

Session 4 - Women and Human Rights 

Session 5 - Environment & Infra structure 

              (Personal Testimonies and Video Presentations)

	  
	Intervention by Human Rights Commission(invited)

	 1.00  -  2.00
	Lunch

	 
	

	 2.00 -  3.30
	Session 6 – Children

Session 7 - Multiple Displacement (War and Tsunami)

Session 8 - State & INGO Intervention

               (Personal Testimonies and Video Presentations)

	 3.30 -  4.00
	Plenary – Dr Jayadeva Uyangoda, Ms Jezima Ismail, 

Dr A.T.Ariyaratne (invited) 

	 
	Intervention by TAFREN and NCPA (invited)

	 4.00 -  4.30 
	Tea

	
	

	 4.30 -  5.30
	Announcement - People's Judgement/Verdict

Key Note speech : Ms Burnad  Fatima

Concluding remarks :  Ms Saroja Sivachandran

Presentation of the petition to political leaders and TAFFREN   

                

	5.30  -   6.30
	Refreshments


Programme Contacted in Singhala,  Tamil  &  English  Languages 

